























SACRED HEART STATUE 

This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $3.50. 
= Please Order From: ; 

WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 

162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Ml. 








NOTICE 


We ISSUED, ON SEPTEMBER 15th, 1950, A NEW CATALOGUE 
ILLUSTRATING MANY NEW PATTERNS OF MATERIALS FOR 
VESTMENTS, AS WELL AS MANY NEW BRAIDS, EMBLEMS AND 
OTHER TRIMMINGS SUITABLE FOR THE MAKING OF VEST- 
MENTS, ALTAR DECORATIONS, ETC. ETC. 

Send for your copy today. No obligation. 


THOMAS A. BLAKE 


366 Fifth Avenue New York 1, N. Y. 





*“‘The House of Ecclesiastical Materials’’ 


OUR 


Infant of Prague Christmas Gilt Package 


Makes a much appreciated gift! Contains the following: 


* 

} 

: (1) Ever-sharp pencil, snowy-white opaque finish, with 
gold-plated trimmings, bearing image of Divine Infant with 
inscription: ‘“‘The more you honor Me, the more I will bless 
you.”’ (2) 64-page booklet, with history of the devotion, 
accounts of many favors and numerous prayers. (3) White 

: plastic 2-way torpedo pencil holder with pencil. (4) Artis- 

a 
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tic medal, mounted on card. (5) Picture and leaflets. (6) 
Gift card bearing sender’s greetings. All enclosed in an 
attractive gift box, $1.50 prepaid. Place your orders early 
to ensure timely delivery. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 
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Tabernacle and Purgatory 

Printed and published monthly by the Benedictine Sisters of Per- 

petual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under the supervision of a Bene- 
dictine Father. 

Subscription Price: $1.00 per year. Foreign countries: $1.25. 

Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 

at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 8, 1879. Ac- 

ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 

1108, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 








Gabernacle and Purgatory 





A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada and Foreign Countries, $1.25. 
Published with ecclesiastical approbation and with the Blessing of Pope Pius XII. 
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“Seeds” of the Spirit 


LEAFLETS are a splendid means of helping to bring Christ into the 
lives of those who do not know Him. They are short, but leave an 
impression which cannot help but do good sooner or later. 

We are offering a packet of attractively printed assorted book- 
marks and leaflets with verses of encouragement, spiritual thoughts 
and prayers, for 15¢. 

Send for them and spread them by slipping one into a letter, hand- . 
ing one to a friend, leaving one on a street car or bus,—anywhere. 
They will be picked up and read and you will have helped to plant 
a good seed in some soul and thus further the cause of the HOLY 
YEAR! 
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Mary, Queen of heaven and earth, Mother of the poor souls, pleads with her 
Divine Son to show mercy and compassion towards the victims of His justice, and 
by the suffrages of the faithful and the ministry of the angels, to release them 
from pain and admit them into paradise. 
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UTUMN is perhaps the most beautiful season of the year. Here 
we see Mother Nature resplendent in all her maturity. For the 
Christian this season is one of deep reflection and gratitude to 

Divine Providence for the bountiful harvest He has granted. And 
behind the splendors of nature we see a little more clearly the glory of 
Him who is the First Cause of all creatures. But the resplendent matur- 
ity of nature reminds us, too, that soon the cold winds will blow, the 
heavy frosts will come, the riot of color will vanish, and the fields and 
forests will be left barren and brown. And in the dying challenge of 
nature we see a reflection of our own future. Everything material, 
however perfect, is doomed to die, including ourselves. God grant 
that when our times comes, our spiritual maturity will equal the ma- 
terial maturity of autumn. 

Annually, Holy Mother Church reminds us that just as nature 
reaches its maturity and dies, so we, too, shall some day reach the 
autumn of our lives. We shall pour into the eternal granary the wheat 
of our merits. The chaff of our misdeeds will burn as so much straw. 
For, like all nature’s children, we, too, have an appointment with 
death; but for us there is also the judgment. 

November is the month dedicated by Holy Mother Church to the 
suffering souls in purgatory. These souls have fought a good and 
victorious fight against sin and temptation. They languish now for 
want of our prayers to free them from the torments they are enduring, 
to' obliterate the temporal punishment due to their sins. The autumn 
of their life has passed. They can do nothing to merit the final all- 
cleansing forgiveness necessary for true beatitude. To us with be- 
seeching hands they piteously cry: “Have pity on me, have pity on 
me, at least you, my friends, for the hand of the Lord hath touched 
me” (Job 19:21). 

There are many ways in which we can assist the poor souls dur- 
ing the month of November. First and foremost, we can have Holy 
Masses offered for their benefit. To the infinite merits of the holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass we can add our own personal sacrifices and 
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prayers. An admirable custom is to attend Holy Mass daily and re- 
ceive Holy Communion for their eternal welfare. Through praying 
the Rosary we can have our Blessed Mother place our prayers and 
sacrifices before the throne of her Divine Son. Through the gaining 
of indulgences we can bring them refreshment and release. On All 
Souls’ Day, and during its octave, we can gain a plenary indulgence 
each time we visit one of our consecrated Catholic cemeteries and 
there pray for the faithful departed and for the intentions of our 
Holy Father, the Pope, — having fulfilled in advance, also, the con- 
dition of receiving the sacraments of penance and Holy Eucharist 
worthily. On other days of the year we can gain an indulgence of 
seven years by visiting a cemetery and praying for the poor souls 
while there. 

During the month of the poor souls, when a dying nature cloaks 
herself in her most brilliant raiment, it would be well, too, for us to 
search into our own souls and see if we are prepared for the autumn 
of our earthly lives, — remembering that this autumn does not neces- 
sarily mean old age. Then with cleansed heart and renewed spirit 
we should dedicate all our efforts, our prayers, and our sacrifices, to 
those who can labor no more because the “hand of the Lord has 
touched” them. Soon the frosts of eternity will still our activities. On 
that day our mindfulness of the dear departed and our purity of life 
will bring sound to that voice which will say: “Write: Blessed are the 
dead who die in the Lord henceforth. Yes, says the Spirit, let them 
rest from their labors, for their works follow them” (Apoc. 14:13). 


“Called to Be Saints” 
eee 


N November Ist, the Church pauses in her liturgical 
cycle to honor the great throngs of men and women 
and children who are God’s saints in heaven. No man 
can number that great army of souls who have attained 
sainthood, but the Church renders honor to each one 
of them on the feast of All Saints. 

The feast of All Saints teaches us what manner 
of life it is which leads to eternal success and happi- 
ness: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of 

Heaven.” — “Blessed are the meek, for they shall possess the land.” 

— “Blessed are the pure of heart, for they shall see God.” — Thus it 

is that the Gospel of the feast, whilst proclaiming how the saints won 
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their place in glory, also teaches us how we are to follow in their 
footsteps. The feast pictures for us the great army of blessed, “which 
no man can number, of every tribe, and tongue, and people and 
nation,” standing before the throne of God and in sight of the Lamb, 
clothed in white robes, with palms of victory in their hands, and in 
their souls a glory and a joy unknown to earth. 


The Church teaches that the saints receive special marks of esteem 
and reward in being elevated by the great King, whom they have served 
so faithfully on earth and who loves them so dearly, to thrones where 
they sit in His Court. “He who overcomes, I will permit him to sit 
with Me upon My throne; as I also have overcome, and have sat with 
My Father on His throne” (Apoc. 3:21). To them He gives also a 
share in His own authority, a right to ask favors, and to make inter- 
cession on behalf of their friends. In the Collect we remind Almighty 
God that, inasmuch as so many of His holy servants are pleading for 
us, we are hopeful that He will bestow on us poor sinners who still 
“labor and are burdened” (Gradual), still sojourning in this vale of 
tears, “the fulness of Thy mercy for which we long.” We believe that 
the saints know of our prayers and are made aware of our needs. Our 
Lord tells us in His Gospel that the Angels rejoice over the conversion 
of a sinner; hence they know of such conversions; and since the saints 
share in the same glory as the angels, there can be no doubt but that 
they receive such knowledge as God wills to impart to them concerning 
the affairs of earth. And if the saints know our needs, surely they 
most gladly exercise their power of intercession for us and obtain 
from God the graces and favors we need and implore. It is not hard 
to understand this interest and devotedness, for if in life they spent 
themselves doing good to others, in charitable service of their neighbor, 
then, in heaven, where charity is perfect, they have but two objects: 
to adore and glorify God, and to assist their fellow mortals to gain 
salvation and the everlasting bliss they enjoy. 


God loves and honors the saints, for they have realized the pur- 
pose of their creation and they render to Him that glory which accrues 
to Him in so wonderful a way when the creature fulfils His will and 
renders Him love and service. The saints glorify God in proving His 
claims to be all goodness, all love and mercy, for it is through His 
goodness, and love, and mercy that they have won their eternal crown. 
They exemplify the certainty of salvation which He has promised to 
those who do His will. They show that man can, by grace and per- 
sonal, wholehearted effort, rise above his lower nature and become 
godlike. 

The Church likewise glories in the saints, for they are her harvest, 











198 Tabernacle and Purgatory 


the fruit of her labors and sufferings and prayers and sacrifices. She 
makes them special patrons of all things that belong to her. With 
great care and love, she patiently gathers authentic accounts of the 
holy lives and glorious deaths of her apostles, her martyrs, her virgins, 
her holy confessors, and other courageous souls. Her greatest, best- 
known saints she honors with the glory of canonization. From time 
to time she adds new names to this triumphant roll call of the blessed, 
and sets forth before the world convincing proof that God still reigns 
in the hearts and lives of men. This very year she has added a num- 
ber of saints and blessed to that roll. But never does she act with 
precipitation in this matter. Rather there is a deliberateness, a long 
probing into the lives and virtues and writings and miracles of the 
saint under consideration, so that the vaunted finesse of legal procedure 
seems casual in comparison. 


The saints are placed before us as heroes and heroines. We ad- 
mire their valor and it inspires us to imitation. We know that they 
had the same nature as ours, and they seem to say to us: “We have 
overcome the temptations of the world, the flesh and the devil; we 
have fought the good fight of faith, and reached the glorious goal 
of eternal life where now we are crowned and reign in everlasting bliss. 
Your weaknesses, your passions, your temptations, are not different 
from ours. Take courage, therefore, and act with a living faith. Re- 
member, God is the one great REALITY. Life is short, far too short 
to be spent in frivolities. Aim at the one supreme goal — that of lov- 
ing God, and spending your life in love of Him, that you may receive 
a welcome into His heavenly home, where one day you, too, will glory 


in the blessedness of the Beatific Vision.” 


The feast of All Saints should be for us a feast of encouragement 
and hope. We know that the way to heaven is the way of suffering 
and sorrow, the Way of the Cross. Christ taught us this way, and 
while at times it is a difficult road, it is not an impossible one, and it 
is our duty to strive to follow it faithfully till we reach our goal. St. 
Paul tells us we “are called to be saints.” We do not become saints 
by living aimlessly. We do not change after death from being followers 
of the world, or lovers of the flesh, to the beloved and faithful friends 
of God. We are now “saints in the making,” and when in God’s good 
time we are called to render an account of the gift of our lives, we 
want to be found worthy of the reward He has promised to those who 
serve Him faithfully. When we honor and revere the saints on All 
Saints’ Day, we will pray that they may be our advocates with God, 
and assist us in the daily struggles of life, that we, too, may at length 
enjoy the glory that is theirs unto endless ages. 
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All Souls’ Day 


ohe 
OLY Mother Church follows up the feast of All Saints 


Dy in closest sequence with a commemoration of all her 
tx children who “have gone before us with the sign of 
faith and sleep the sleep of peace,” but who are yet 
detained in the purifying flames of purgatory. As 
she does not wish to leave unsung the merits and 
glories of any of her children who are already enjoying the bliss of 
heaven, so too she does not wish to leave unremembered or uncon- 
soled a single one of her blessed children in the place of purgation. 






The significance of this day is beautifully expressed in the mar- 
tyrology read at the hour of Prime: “Today is the solemn commemora- 
tion of all the faithful departed. The Church, as a common and ten- 
derly affectionate mother, has just made an effort to venerate all her 
children in possession of the joys of heaven with becoming songs of 
praise. Today, with no cessation of her motherly care, she would 
help all her children suffering in purgatory, by interceding for them 
with Christ, her Lord and Bridegroom, so that they may be quickly 
taken up into the communion of the citizens of heaven.” 

How lovingly and compassionately does Mother Church look upon 
those children of hers who now languish in purgatorial pain, but who 
shall one day form a part of her glorious retinue in heaven! She does 
not separate them, in her,tender remembrance, from those of her chil- 
dren who have already reached the port of perfect happiness. Wit- 
ness the close association she makes of them in her liturgy. And 
there is, indeed, a close relationship between the members of the 
Church Triumphant and those of the Church Suffering—a relationship 
like that of the bud to the blossom, the embryo to the ripened fruit. 

The voice from heaven, heard by St. John in his mysterious reve- 
lations, “Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord” (Apoc. 14:13) 
applies not only to the saints in heaven, but also to the souls in pur- 
gatory. The holy souls are truly “blessed,” albeit they are now in a 
state of intensest suffering, for they are certain of their eternal salva- 
tion and of their final admission into the joys of heaven. They are 
“blessed,” too, because they have been delivered by death from the 
miseries of this life. But “blessed” are they, above all, because they 
are freed from temptations and from the dangers of offending God and 
of being lost eternally. 

Theologians hold that the sufferings of the poor souls resemble 
closely those of the damned in hell. Like the damned, they suffer 
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that unspeakable pain which is termed the pain of loss—loss of their 
supreme and only Good, the Triune God. But their loss is only tem- 
porary, whereas that of the damned is hopeless and eternal. Their 
suffering, therefore, is tempered by the virtue of hope and the loving 
conformity to the Divine will which detains them in purgatory. Never- 
theless, there is no torment in this world, however severe, that can bear 
any comparison to the pain they suffer. And this pain is aggravated, 
no doubt, by the fact that they themselves are to blame for having 
incurred such punishment. Too lightly they committed venial sins 
while they were still on earth, forgetful, alas!—as we often are, too— 
that though much less grievous in character than mortal sins, wilful 
venial sins, too, are serious and deserving of severe punishment be- 
cause they offend an all-holy and all-pure God. And for their mortal 
sins, too, they failed to make sufficient satisfaction, taken up as they 
were with the things of this world. Putting off to some vague future 
time (which never came) the works of piety and penance by which 
they could so easily have satisfied the justice of God, they must now 
make satisfaction the hard way (and it is the only way they can do 
so) by the endurance of severe and prolonged sufferings. 


The Church, as a compassionate mother, directs our attention to 
them in a very special manner by this annual Commemoration of the 
Poor Souls. On this day she dons robes of mourning for her afflicted 
children and puts aside all signs of rejoicing. She multiplies our 
means of assisting them by allowing each of her priests to offer the 
holy Sacrifice three times—a privilege shared exclusively with the 
great solemnity of Christmas. She opens wide the treasury of her 
merits (accumulated by her Divine Head and His members) and 
grants indulgences in generous measure for their relief and release. 
She makes her very own their pain and affliction by giving voice to 
their supplications in the prayers of the Mass and the Office. The very 
melodies of these prayers and psalms and antiphons are plaintive and 
pleading. Cold, indeed, and hard would be our hearts if we did not 
respond to their pleading and do all in our power to assist our loved 
brothers and sisters. Let us hasten, then, to take up the arms of 
prayer and penance by which we can lift them from the abyss of pain 
in which they languish, and raise them up to the blissful heights of 
heaven for which they long so ardently. There they will, in their 
turn, plead for us, and assist us when the dark night of our purga- 
tion shall have closed in upon us and we are no longer able to help 
ourselves. Not only does this active charitable love toward the poor 
souls gain for us many grateful intercessors in heaven, but it draws 
down upon us many graces, and lays up merits for eternity. 
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Where Remembrance Is Precious 2 


earts broken with 

grief at the loss 
of a loved one can 
find relief in offering 
to the dear one a trib- 
ute of their enduring 
affection. 

Such a token is a 
perpetual remem- 
brance of the departed 
soul at God’s throne 
of mercy on earth — 
a share in unceasing 
supplications offered 
before the Most Holy |: 
Sacrament. 

By having them 
enrolled in the 

Association of 
Perpetual Adoration | 
you secure for the | 
souls of the departed 
a share in many spirit- 
ual benefits, particu- 
larly the following:— 

1) Unceasing ado- 
Tation of the Most 
Blessed Sacrament ex- 
posed. 

2) A daily remembrance at Holy Mass and Communion by the 
Sisters in each of our Sanctuaries. 

3) Benediction of the Most Blessed Sacrament given twice 

daily in each of the Adoration Chapels. 





Conditions for Enrollment 


The name of the person (living or deceased) who is to partici- 
pate in these benefits must be inscribed in the register of the Asso- 
ciation of Perpetual Adoration at the motherhouse at Clyde, Mo. 
The usual alms for enrollment in perpetuity is one dollar. 

Each person enrolled receives a certificate of membership 
which also enumerates the spiritual benefits enjoyed. This certifi- 
cate makes an acceptable spiritual bouquet to offer to bereaved 
friends or relatives in place of perishable flowers. 

Privileged members, who make an offering of ten dollars, en- 
joy additional benefits. For further information apply to: 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


FiC.95 rer es) 1 
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ITH the threat of 
war shadowing 
our country, and with 
men being daily called in 
greater and greater num- 
bers into active service, 
relatives are anxious to 
secure for them the as- 
sistance of prayer. 
Hence, friends of the As- 
sociation of Perpetual 
Adoration established at 
the Benedictine Convent 
of Clyde, Missouri, some 
of whom enrolled service 
men during the past war, 
have made the sugges- 
tion that this Associa- 
tion be brought to the 
attention of such families 
who have sons and rela- 
tives leaving for the na- 
tional defense forces. No 
doubt, all will welcome 
this information and the 
© Courtesy of St. Anthony's Guild. opportunity to enroll 
their loved ones in the perpetual prayers of the consecrated adorers. 
The foregoing page states the manner in which this may be done. We 
quote here just a few of the many testimonials received in 1943 and 
1944 apropos of the benefit experienced by such enrollment. 





Two years ago I enrolled both of my sons in your Association; 
my younger son has just returned, after a year overseas, unharmed. 
I sincerely feel that the prayers of the Benedictine Sisters of Per- 
petual Adoration helped to accomplish this. Mrs. F. C., Mass. 


You may be interested to know, dear Sisters, that about eighty 
service men and women have been enrolled for your prayers by mem- 
bers of this parish, and although many have been in very bitter 
battles, as far as we know, not one has been killed, wounds have been 
slight, and one is a prisoner in Germany. Rev. P. K., Iowa 


Today is my brother’s birthday. He is overseas, so for his gift 
will you place his name near the altar so he can have part in your 
prayers? I know he would rather have that than anything else. 

Mrs. W. C., Wis. 


My brother, who is a member of the U. S. armed forces, is getting 
married. My sister and I would like to have his name and the name 
of his bride entered in the “Golden Book” as privileged members of 
the Association of Perpetual Adoration. That is the marriage gift 
we are giving them, and we know it will be outstanding. 

Misses T. & G. H., Brooklyn 
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HE most glorious event of the Holy Year is scheduled to take place on 

the feast of All Saints, November 1, when His Holiness, Pope Pius XII, 

will declare, ex cathedra, the bodily Assumption into heaven of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary to be a dogma of Catholic Faith. Announcement of this solemn 
declaration is a source of supreme joy to the whole of Christendom, for the dog- 
matic definition of the doctrine places in Mary’s crown one of the most glorious 
of its jewels. 

The modern movement to have the belief proclaimed a dogma was started 
in 1863, when Queen Isabella II of Spain asked Pope Pius IX for a papal ruling. 
Since the end of World War II there has been an increased agitation on the part 
of members of the hierarchy and of the faithful that the Queen of Heaven be 
honored through the solemn proclamation. On May 1, 1946, Pope Pius XII asked 
the prelates of the Church to express their opinion both as to the possibility of 
declaring the belief a dogma, and the advisability of doing so at the present time. 
An unprecedented unanimity of views was received from the Bishops of the world 
in favor of the proclamation. Of 1,191 bishops, 98.2 per cent replied in the affirma- 
tive. Vatican sources said that in recent years 113 cardinals, 2,523 patriarchs, arch- 
bishops, and bishops, 82,000 priests, and 8,000,000 of the faithful have petitioned 
the Holy See for the declaration of the dogma. 

Among the petitioners was the Catholic Theological Society of America, which 
drew up a petition to the Sovereign Pontiff at its meeting on June 26, 1946, which 
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read: “Deeply moved by piety to the Most Blessed Virgin Mary, and 
ardently desiring that the glory of the Blessed Virgin Mary shall con- 
stantly increase and that all her privileges shall be more brilliantly 
manifested, we do not hesitate to direct our humble but ardent prayers 
to the Father of all Christians, and petition that it be dogmatically 
declared and defined as revealed by the Holy Ghost, and hence to be 
held by all with Divine faith, that the Blessed Mother was assumed 
into heaven, not only as regards her soul, but also as regards her most 
pure body, which bore Christ the Savior.” 

The definition of the Assumption will add no new element to the 
Catholic Creed, but will proclaim in a more solemn form, “as an 
article of faith,’ what has been the constant Catholic belief and 
devotion. This belief is universally commemorated on August 15, a 
holyday of obligation in many countries, and a first class feast in the 
Church’s calendar. 

Historical facts can be cited proving that the Assumption has been 
universally held by Christians in all centuries, and that the belief goes 
back to the Apostles. In 1922, Pope Pius XI confirmed Our Lady as 
principal patroness of France under the title of the Assumption. Pope 
Benedict XIV, who reigned from 1740 to 1759, held the Assumption 
to be a probable fact, to deny which would be impious and blas- 
phemous. In the early ages of the Church the Assumption is men- 
tioned in the sermons of St. Andrew of Crete, a member of the Eastern 
Church (not now in union with Rome), who was martyred in 717, near 
Constantinople. In the 7th century, St. John Damascene wrote in some 
detail of an “ancient tradition” how the Apostles were gathered in 
Jerusalem at the time of Our Lady’s death. St. Thomas, however, 
arrived late, three days after her burial, during which time the Apostles 
had heard the chanting of angels at the place of interment. On the 
third day the tomb was opened, that St. Thomas might gaze once 
more upon his heavenly Queen. And lo! it was empty. Since they 
had kept continuous guard from the time the body had been placed in 
the tomb, the Apostles concluded that the body had been assumed 
into heaven by her Divine Son. 

St. Juvenal, Bishop of Jerusalem, made known to the Emperor 
Marcian and his consort, who wished to possess the body of Our Blessed 
Mother, that, according to the above tradition, it was believed to have 
been assumed into heaven. St. Timothy, the first bishop of Ephesus, 
and Dionysius the Areopagite, were present with the Apostles at the 
time of the demise of Mary as Dionysius states in writing to Timothy 
about the Assumption. Hence the testimonies of these early century 
Doctors and. writers. give.evidence that belief in Mary’s Assumption 
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goes back to apostolic times, and has been held through the ages. 
Scriptural evidence for the doctrine can be adduced from the 
Psalms and the Apocalypse. In fact, every text in Holy Scripture con- 
cerning incorruptibility might be appropriated to Mary, since she did 
not fall under original sin, which brought into the world concupiscence, 
corruption, and death. So strong are the Biblical texts on this point 
that logical thinking makes it unnecessary that there be any outright 
declaration of her Assumption. True, she submitted to death, yet not 
in punishment for sin; but by her own volition in order to be like 
her Divine Son. Her Immaculate Conception, her perpetual virginity, 
her impeccability, are all so many reasons why her body should be 
assumed into heaven. An eminent theologian of our own times — 
Father Reginald Garrigou-Lagrange, O.P., presents the very forceful 
argument, as predicating the bodily assumption of Mary into heaven, 
that as Mary, the Mother of Jesus, was associated as closely as pos- 
sible on Calvary with her Divine Son in His perfect victory over 
Satan and sin, it follows that she was associated with Him also in 
the different parts of His triumph, — that is to say, in His victory 
over sin and over death, the consequence of sin. That perfect victory 
included exemption from bodily corruption, and, in consequence, anti- 
cipated resurrection and assumption into heaven. Mary died, but she 
was not retained captive by death—a privilege accorded to no other 
saint; for even though the bodies of some saints are miraculously pre- 
served from corruption, they are still in the bonds of death. 


Devout Catholics would consider it blasphemous to entertain, even 
for a moment, the idea of the corruption of her body. The further 
fact that there are no first class relics of Mary is an added testimony 
that her body was assumed into heaven, as it has always been believed, 
and reunited with her soul. 

Since the belief in Mary’s Assumption dates back to apostolic 
times, since clear dogmatic evidence of it is to be found in the Scrip- 
tures, since reason itself demands it, and since it has been universally 
held throughout the centuries, non-Catholics certainly err when they 
state that the Pope is “imposing a new doctrine,” that its definition 
will cause division among Christians, and that it is un-Scriptural. 
On the contrary, so familiar is the doctrine to Catholics that some 
are surprised to learn that it is not already “an article of faith,” to 
which assent must be given under pain of sin. The news that it is 
now to be declared such has caused worldwide rejoicing. That joy 
will be increased immeasurably when, by ex cathedra definition, Pope 
Pius XII declares, in virtue of his infallibility in matters of faith, that 
Mary reigns in her glorified body as Queen of heaven. 
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Blessed Martin de Porres 


oD-e-O-e-h-o 
ATHER of the poor,” “Friend of the needy,” ‘‘Help of 
the sick,’’ ‘Patron of social justice!’’ Significant, in- 


deed, are these titles given to the saintly Negro and 
Dominican lay brother, Blessed Martin de Porres, in 
whom American Catholics are becoming more and 
more interested now at a time when the crucial inter- 
racial question of our country is becoming more and 
more acute. Solemnly beatified in 1837 by Pope 
Gregory XVI, and with numerous miracles accredited 
to his intercession, it seems almost strange that this holy Negro Beatus 
has not already been canonized. But it is not human wisdom which 
directs these matters; they rest with Divine Providence, and it seems 
reasonable to believe that God is waiting, as it were, until such time 
as the canonization of Blessed Martin will result in the greatest good 
to souls, to the Church and to humanity as a whole. 


Martin de Porres was born December 9, 1579, in Lima, Peru, the 
same city which boasts of America’s first canonized saint. His father 
was Don Juan de Porres, a Spanish knight of Alcantara. His mother, 
Anna Velasquez, was a freed Negress, from Panama. After the birth 
of Martin’s sister, Jane, the adventuresome father left the unfortunate 
mother and children to shift for themselves. Still extant is the faded 
record of Martin’s baptism, but few details of his childhood are known 
other than that it was spent in the most squalid environment. How- 
ever, in spite of his sordid surroundings, Martin early gave striking 
indications of exceptional holiness, of which the most remarkable 
was his generosity to those even poorer than himself. In this Martin 
even went so far as repeatedly to give away the provisions his mother 
had sent him to procure from the market, even though he was beaten 
for his prodigality again and again. 

When Martin was eight, his father returned to Lima, and having 
heard glowing reports of his son, he attempted to make some amends 
for his past neglect by sending him to school at Guayaquil. After 
Martin had attended school here for two years, he was apprenticed, 
at the age of twelve, to a barber-surgeon to learn medicine. The boy 
was delighted with this new opportunity and applied himself diligently 
so that in a short while he had learned the art of healing as it was 
then practiced. Now Martin’s apostolate was greatly widened, for 
he could bring his poor not only words of spiritual comfort and ma- 
terial gifts, but practical help in the cure of physical ailments. In 
truth, not a few of his cures were of a miraculous character, being 
wrought through prayer. The saintly young man persistently refused 
any fee for his services, but through his prayers and charity quietly 
but surely led these poor to Christ, their true Physician, Father and 
Friend. 

At the age of fifteen Martin felt a call to the religious life, but be- 
cause of his great humility he believed himself worthy only of the 
lowest place. When he applied for admission to the Dominican con- 
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vent of the Holy Rosary in Lima, he therefore asked to be admitted 
as a Tertiary, and it was not until nine years later that he was per- 
suaded or commanded by his superiors to become a regular lay 
brother. Martin was a model religious, unflagging in his industry, 
sincere and exact in humility and obedience, unstintingly generous and 
persevering in charity, and imbued with an extraordinary spirit of 
penance. As a Dominican brother, Martin was able to carry on a 
marvelous apostolate among the sick and poor of Peru, and he sought 
to relieve want and misery in every form among all classes and 
conditions of life: Indians, Spaniards, Negroes, Incas, the rich and 
poor, persons of high estate and the lowly outcasts in their hovels. 
Abandoned waifs and homeless urchins found in Martin a devoted 
benefactor. Through his zeal a magnificent school and orphanage 
were erected, where the poor children were taught how to become 
useful citizens and where they received the heritage of the Christian 
Faith, of which heretofore they had been deprived. It is said that 
every day Brother Martin fed nearly two hundred poor persons, and, 
through the eloquent pleading of their cause among his wealthy and 
influential friends, was able to disburse about two thousand dollars’ 
worth of the necessities of life each week. 


Among Martin’s many social works was the help given to poor 
married couples in the form of bride’s dowries, by which the family 
was enabled to get a start in life. Through donations from the 
wealthy, Brother Martin bought tracts of land where wayward boys 
were taught farm cultivation and were saved from lives of crime. 
He also provided aid and comfort for the aged and infirm, and found 
a way of giving generous support to needy Spanish missionaries seek- 
ing to gain a foothold in a strange land. 

Though closely paralleled to his charity, humility was in reality 
Martin’s outstanding virtue, and this is undoubtedly the reason why 
he was able to work such wonders, for ‘‘God giveth His grace to the 
humble.’’ As already mentioned, severe penances were a major part 
of Brother Martin’s life, as is evidenced by the fact that he fasted al- 
most perpetually, and thrice each night scourged himself to blood. 
At least seven hours were daily spent in prayer and contemplation, 
during which he was often seen rapt in ecstasy. Angelic visions and 
the charismatic gifts of prophecy and miracles were also granted to 
him. He used these marvelous powers in manifold ways for the 
good of souls and the relief of human suffering. Among his miracles 
is recorded the cure of a man suffering from ulcers, when Martin 
made over him the Sign of the Cross. Another time he immediately 
restored to health a dying priest by a mere touch, as likewise a woman 
suffering from a hemorrhage. It is recorded, too, that he brought 
back a dead man to life by his prayers. 

Perhaps one of the most unique features of Martin’s personal 
sanctity was the gift of bilocation, that strange power granted now 
and again by God to holy persons of being personally present in 
more than one place at the same time. Martin had an unquench- 
able desire to spread the Gospel among the heathens and to give 
his life for the Faith, and God placed His seal of approval upon 
His devoted servant’s zeal by granting him marvelous blessings and 
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favors. Accordingly, though he never actually left the shores of South 
America, witnesses well worthy of credence many times attested to 
the fact that Martin carried on his mission of mercy among the poor, 
the captives and the dying in such remote places as China, Africa, 
Japan, and Mexico. The most historically certain are his miraculous 
visits to Mexico and Algiers in northern Africa. 

Martin’s holy career on earth ended November 3, 1639, at the 
age of sixty. The grief of all Lima and of the surrounding country 
at his passing was heartrending. Only the knowledge that Martin 
was still able to help them from heaven could comfort them. Indeed, 
Martin’s mission of kindness and charity was henceforth to assume a 
truly world-wide and enduring character. With the passing of three 
centuries he still moves in our midst, healing and comforting, and, 
in gratitude, his joyful clients are earnestly begging God to bestow 
on their kind benefactor the glorification of sainthood. 

When Brother Martin’s body was disinterred twenty-five years 
after death, it was found in a state of perfect preservation. As stated 
above, Martin de Porres was declared ‘‘Blessed’’ on September 10, 
1837. The process for his canonization, which had lapsed for a time, 
was reopened in 1926, and received a special impetus in 1935, when 
Cardinal Pacelli, the present Holy Father, requested the Dominican 
House of Studies at River Forest, Illinois, to make a novena to him 
on behalf of his brother. Since then, tens of thousands here in 
America, and other thousands over the globe, have been the recipients 
of the countless favors bestowed by this gracious wonder-worker. 

The enthusiastic wave of devotion to this humble Dominican 
Negro which has swept over the United States, and the many favors 
and graces which this swarthy son of the Church has granted to his 
petitioners is an auspicious sign. Blessed Martin’s exaltation to saint- 
hood through the official pronouncement of the Holy See would un- 
doubtedly do much. to teach the much-needed lesson of interracial 
equality and the inherent dignity of all men as brothers in Christ and 
members of His Mystical Body. Another important result of Martin’s 
canonization would be to stimulate conversions among the 7,500,000 
Negroes of this country, who do not belong to any church, many of 
whom are looking to the Catholic Church with increasing favor be- 
cause of its stand against interracial bigotry. All true followers of 
Christ, therefore, eagerly look forward and pray for the day when 
Christian democracy may take a giant step forward by the influence 
brought to bear through the canonization of this standard-bearer of 
interracial justice and social service worker, who has a particularly 
vital mission in the United States at the present time. The world at 
large, which has to such an extent abandoned Almighty God, has ex- 
ceeding need, too, of the two most necessary virtues which characterize 
the life of this servant of Jesus Christ: HUMILITY and CHARITY. 
Let us pray fervently, then, for the furtherance of Blessed Martin’s 
Cause, for he has a great work to do. 

NOTE: Literature on Blessed Martin can be obtain from: — 

Blessed Martin Guild, 141 East 65th Street, New York City. 
A perpetual novena is held on Tuesdays at his shrine at 14th and 
West Streets, Union City, New Jersey. 


Tabernacle and Purgatory 209 


hy? 


en 
Oe coe) coe) come 


a( ANY a tortured soul who has prayed long and earnestly 
Fe, to God for peace of conscience, wonders why God is 
apparently deaf to her prayers. For years this poor 
person has been going to daily Mass, feels worn out 
from praying for light to see what is the state of her 
soul, and for grace and courage to make what she will “feel” to be a 
“good confession”; but all is useless! 

The fact that so many others who apparently take a less serious 
view of their obligations are able to approach the sacraments without 
scruple, does not add to the happiness of this soul. It seems unfair 
that the grace so earnestly besought should be withheld from her, and 
that it should be so easily granted to others who take their religion 
more or less for granted. Why does God act in this way? 





Why? Perhaps we may recall that a similar question was sug- 
gested long, long ago, by the tempter in the garden. “Why has God 
commanded you,” he asked Eve, “not to eat of the fruit?” This re- 
minds us that there are times when it is an impertinence and an in- 
sult to question God’s doings. Shall the thing formed ask Him who 
formed it: “Why have you done so to me?” 

This attitude can often be the result of a subtle pride. We do not 
see what God’s designs are, and our pride makes us bridle up and ask 
what He means! If we were always consulted beforehand by Him, if 
before sending us a trial or humiliation, He first explained to us the 
why and the wherefore, it would be much easier to bear what we now 
look upon as a misfortune. But who does not see that it is precisely 
in submitting to His actions when we do not see why, that we give 
Him more glory? A soldier in the ranks obeys, although often he 
has no idea why the order is given; his obedience and submission are 
a tribute to the judgment of his superior officer. 


A soul that has implicit trust in its Heavenly Father will find no 
difficulty in a second consideration that bears upon this query. There 
can be no possible doubt that whatever comes to us from God’s hand 
comes because He loves us. The sudden death of a loved one, the 
long drawn out illness, the mental anguish, the persistent temptation,— 
why such things should befall us is by no means always easy to see. 
But one truth does stand out. Given that our Heavenly Father loves 
us, and that this trial comes directly from His hand, it must be cer- 
tain that, though we cannot see why, the apparent misfortune is per- 
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mitted because He loves us. A parent will allow his child to underge 
a severe operation. Does anyone suggest that such a parent does not 
love his child? 

During a period of trial for which we cannot see the reason it 
must surely be a comfort to kneel on Calvary and hear even the Son 
of God Himself asking Why. “My God, My God, why hast Thou 
forsaken Me?” Whatever be the explanation of that mysterious cry, 
we know perfectly well that the Father had not forsaken His Son. 
Isn’t it an immense privilege for anyone to be closely associated with 
the crucified Christ? If the Heavenly Father deigns to treat a tor- 
tured soul in a manner which bears, at least, some resemblance to His 
treatment of Jesus Christ, this is a mark of special love. And if in the 
hour of trial and apparent dereliction the poor soul feels desolate and 
abandoned even by God, there is strength and courage to be found as 
often as it lifts up its eyes to fix them on Him and hear Christ with 
dying accents asking why. 

There was a priest who lived to an old age, and who, right up to 
the end, continued to be a tortured soul. Human aid seemed useless 
to afford him light or help, and God saw fit to leave him a prey to 
mental anguish. Peace came only at the end; only after death was he 
permitted to see why God had apparently been deaf to all his plead- 
ings. His path was strewn with thorns while others. seemed to travel 
along pleasantly enough. But that path was his, the way mapped out 
for him to reach the goal; and why he should be chosen for this 
and another for a different route, is, in the last analysis, God’s secret. 
One thing was sure. The way was chosen for him because a God who 
loved him saw that this hard road was, for him, the safest, the short- 
est, and the surest. And so it is for each one of us. Let us be at 
peace, then, and allow God to have a free hand in shaping the course 
of our life. Then we shall be sure of fulfilling the purpose for which 
He created us and of rendering Him through all eternity the particu- 
lar kind of glory He desires from us. 


~~ 











We need more friends like this: 


“IT have longed to send an offering for your Sanctuary of Per- 
petual Adoration in Kansas City, but it was impossible. So when, on 
our Blessed Lady’s birthday, the enclosed came to me as a gift, I 
thanked God for giving me the means of sharing in this blessed and 
glorious work. Although the amount is small ($10.00) and the needs 
are great, I send it with gratitude to God, in honor of the Holy Spirit, 
and with the prayer that others who have the means may have the 
grace to share their abundance, and so ease the burden of the Sisters 
and free them from the debt.” Mrs. T. M.; Pa. 
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What of the holy Wear? 


o-th-e-{}-0-}-- 


mae) HE Holy Year of 1950 is fast drawing to a close. As 
we look at it in retrospect we might ask ourselves this 
question: Have I sincerely tried to carry out the pro- 
gram of prayer and penance requested by our Holy 
Father for the attainment of the spiritual results outlined 
in his prayer for the Holy Year? If our conscience permits us to 
answer YES, we may rejoice that with God’s grace our own life and 
that of others has been benefited through our earnest efforts. But 
at the same time we must resolve to continue these efforts for the 
remainder of the Holy Year, and to adopt this program permanently. 

But if, on the contrary, we must sadly admit that our answer to 
the above question is NO, then we must indeed reproach ourselves for 
our negligence and strive to make up for it by redoubled efforts during 
the remainder of the Holy Year. In God’s time it is never too late 
to commence a good work; and if we persevered in it only for a 
day or a week it would still be worthwhile. We must not, however, 
adopt a resolution of such a short-lived nature, for that would be the 
surest mark of mediocrity, and a certain pledge of failure in our efforts. 

Frequently during the past year our Holy Father has given ex- 
pression to the constant anxiety he feels because world peace has not 
as yet been established on a secure basis, and because the threat of 
another and more terrible war menaces the nations. For this reason 
he has urgently summoned his spiritual children again and again to 
unite with him in a crusade of prayer and penance. In August he 
issued a special Encyclical Epistle, calling for public prayers and works 
of penance to placate the majesty of God, who is offended by grave 
private and public crimes, and to petition a true peace for the world. 

This twofold program of PRAYER and PENANCE proposed by 
the Holy Father is identical with the request made by our Blessed 
Mother at Fatima. Prayer was one of the things most insistently 
recommended at Fatima, first by the Angel who appeared to the chil- 
dren, and then by Our Lady herself. It is the desire of the Holy 
Father that this great force of prayer should become general in the 
Church, and that from it should be drawn the fruits of sanctification 
for souls and salvation for society in general. 


What Is Prayer? 


Prayer, says the author* of the treatise of the Message of Fatima, 





*The Very Rev. Dr. Manuel Dos Santos, Vicar General, Cova da 
Iria, Fatima, Portugal. 
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from which we have quoted in the last few issues, is a somewhat 
vague word: what exactly does it mean? To many people it simply 
means to ask for something, though it should be clear that prayer can 
also be praise, thanksgiving, propitiation. It is not only a matter of 
words and formulas often repeated without understanding, but also, 
and in varying degrees, mental prayer. 


The lives of the children of Fatima should be for us a great stimu- 
lus in the life of prayer, and an abundant fount of example. From 
them we may learn many and beautiful lessons how to pray. First 
there was the Rosary, which after the apparitions they began to pray 
with great attention and devotion; there were those prostrations on 
the ground while repeating the prayer of the Angel, in reparation for 
sin; the long periods of conversation with “hidden Jesus” in the 
church at Fatima, and finally the hours spent in sublime contempla- 
tion. One of Francisco’s favorite sayings was: “I AM THINKING 
ABOUT GOD...” 

The Angel told the children in that second apparition by the well 
in Lucia’s garden: “OFFER CONSTANTLY YOUR PRAYERS AND 
SACRIFICES TO THE MOST HIGH.” Note the word CONSTANTLY. 
Jt is an echo of the words from the Gospel: “And He also told them 
a parable—that they must always pray and not lose heart” (Luke 18: 
1). Our lives should be passed in CONSTANT prayer. Impossible? 
Those three peasant children understood it in this sense and began to 
put it into practice. How did they do this? The answer may be 
found in the words of the Angel in the same apparition, words which 
are of the greatest value for us in our efforts to pray constantly. The 
Angel said: “IN EVERY WAY YOU CAN, OFFER A SACRIFICE AS 
AN ACT OF REPARATION FOR SIN... AND AS A SUPPLICA- 
TION FOR THE CONVERSION OF SINNERS.” 


We can see, then, that sacrifices themselves can be converted into 
an act of supplication or prayer. Material for this can never be want- 
ing, for at every moment we can accept the trials which God sends 
us or our neighbors provide. In this way the lives of most of us 
could certainly pass in constant prayer. In doing all for the glory 
of God, in this special manner, according to the needs of the times, we 


shall fulfill the precept: “PRAY ALWAYS.” 


We need not, however, stop there. Let us try, where possible, 
to unite ourselves to the official prayer of the Church, pray faithfully 
morning and night, if possible liturgically, say the traditional prayer 
of the Angelus, grace before and after meals, ejaculatory prayers 
which can be used everywhere and at all times; finally, the holy 
Rosary which Our Lady so insistently recommended and which is 
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obviously so pleasing to her, using it not only for vocal but for mental 
prayer. 

In this hour of terrible uncertainty, when dangers and errors 
seem to multiply beyond calculation—errors and dangers foretold by 
Our Lady of Fatima—it is the absolute duty of the children of light 
to guard against possible illusion, and to ask God and Our Lady 
without ceasing to deliver us from evil: Vigilate et orate—Watch and 
pray (Mark 13:33). 

In bringing these things so urgently before our minds, Fatima is 
today a beacon which lightens the darkness and a wave of hope which 
surges through the world. It is this precisely because it is a school, 
where doctors of the law and humble peasants learn side by side the 
art of prayer. 

God created us for sanctity and for nothing else whatsoever, and 
the only means of recuperation, of conservation of the life of grace 
are once more, PENANCE AND PRAYER. If there were a short 
cut or any other road to heaven, we can be sure that Our Lady would 
have mentioned it. 

Let us, then, unite in the Crusade of PRAYER and PENANCE, 
and redouble our efforts for the salvation of the world, for in spite of 
anything that may be said to the contrary, and by whomsoever, IT 


ALL DEPENDS ON US. 
LAOOND 


Courtiers of Christ the King 


° 












Mee Me 
Ooo coe) cows 


2G) 
RONES >, N THE feasts of All Saints and All Souls which follow 
© Co G immediately upon that of the Kingship, Christ the King 

All © holds court, as it were; His entire spiritual kingdom is 

% called into session. What an intriguing sight! The 
a x5 Communion of Saints: the compact union of the Church 
Militant on earth, the Church Suffering in purgatory, 
and the Church Triumphant in heaven! The Mystical Body of Christ 
united with its glorious Head! 

Did you ever pause to consider what it means to be a Catholic, 
to belong to this great spiritual kingdom? To be a member of Christ’s 
Mystical Body, a member of the Church Militant now, and one day a 
glorified member of the Church Triumphant, a courtier of His heav- 
enly kingdom! 

Our Catholic Faith is one of heaven’s most precious gifts, a sign 
of God’s special love for us. “With an eternal love have I loved thee; 
therefore I drew thee, taking pity on thee” (Jer. 31:3). Yes, Faith is, 
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first of all, an unmerited, an undeserved grace; a pure gift of God’s 
fatherly love. We had nothing to do with it. Why did God call YOU 
in preference to millions of others to His saving Church? Just think, 
in this country alone there are over one hundred million people who 
either have no Faith at all, or who are still groping in the darkness 
of error and confusion, while YOU were called, perhaps from your 
very infancy, into the full sunlight of Divine revelation? What a mys- 
tery of Divine Love! 

Do you appreciate this favor? To deepen your appreciation, con- 
sider what the Catholic Faith means to you. It means the fulfillment 
in your case of the loving designs of the Savior, who said: “I am come 
that you may have life, and have it more abundantly” (John 10:10). 
Now, it is Faith that brings spiritual life to your soul and opens up 
powerful sacramental means of increasing that Divine life within you. 

By baptism you were reborn into a new and wondrous world. 
You received supernatural life, became an adopted child of God, a 
brother or sister of Christ, a member of His Mystical Body, a potential 
heir to heaven. At baptism your soul was not only cleansed from 
original sin, but it was also beautified by Divine grace. Into your 
soul were infused the Divine virtues of faith, hope, and charity, to- 
gether with the cardinal virtues of justice, prudence, temperance, and 
fortitude, and the gifts of the Holy Spirit. God, Himself, by sanctify- 
ing grace took possession of your soul, making it resplendent with 
His Divine Presence. This is what St. Paul had in mind when he ex- 
claimed: “Know you not that you are the temple of God and the 
Spirit of God dwelleth in you!” (1 Cor. 3:16.) 

All this is given to us as a sacred deposit at our baptism. But 
how can we preserve these Divine treasures? How can we live the 
supernatural life that we now possess? Faith shows us the way. It 
leads us directly to Him who is the WAY, the TRUTH, and the LIFE. 
Jesus as the Good Shepherd has provided for all our needs. He leads 
us, first of all, to the rich pastures of Divine Truth. 


To love God we must first know Him, because love presupposes 
knowledge. Our Faith teaches us all we need to know about God and 
heavenly things. Take the Apostles’ Creed, for example; what a vast 
field of theology it opens up to every Catholic! It contains a brief 
summary of the entire Christian Doctrine. What consoling and in- 
spiring truths it tells us about God, our Creator, our Savior, our Sanc- 
tifier! How it unfolds the beauty of Christ’s kingdom on earth, the 
Catholic Church! What a consoling sight it holds out to us of our 
future resurrection and life everlasting! 

How privileged we are to walk in the sunlight of God’s revela- 
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tion, to understand clearly our purpose on earth, our heavenly destiny; 
to comprehend the meaning of those profound words: “The Father- 
hood of God and the Brotherhood of man.” 

But Faith not only shows us the way to go; it not only leads us 
to the rich pastures of Divine Truth,—it also places at our disposal 
all the powerful means that the Good Shepherd has provided for us. 
As Catholics, as God’s adopted children, we have a right to the treas- 
ures of grace that are stored away in the sacraments. What marvelous 
graces we obtain from the worthy reception of Penance and the Holy 
Eucharist! 

In Confession not only are our souls cleansed from sin, but our 
wills are strengthened against a relapse. We take a firm stand against 
evil and, like a person recovering from a dangerous illness, we look 
forward to new spiritual health. 

And who can measure the effects of one Holy Communion worthily 
received? The Author of Grace Himself comes into our soul in order 
to heal its wounds, to give us abundant spiritual life, to change us 
into Himself. What a Divine condescension — what a privilege for 
mortal man! 

And what are we doing in return? From this brief summary of 
the benefits that Faith brings us we can begin to see what a heavenly 
gift it is; what it means to belong to Christ’s Kingdom. We are not 
unmindful of this exceptional favor and really would like to show our 
gratitude. But how can we do so? The answer is easy. Try to cor- 
respond to God’s loving plans by co-operating with His grace and by 
trying to fulfil His one principal demand: “THOU SHALT LOVE THE 
Lorp THY GOD WITH THY WHOLE HEART!” 

In other words, treat Christ as the King of Love. Pay Him the 
homage of your mind as the King of Truth by firmly believing what 
He has taught and by living according to His teachings. “The just 
man liveth by faith!” Be guided in your daily actions, not by the 
deceptive motives of earthly advantage, of pride and selfish ambition, 
but by the light of the Eternal Hills, by the clear and unchanging 
principles of Christ, our Teacher. 

Then, pay Christ the homage of your heart by returning love for 
love. Reinstate Him as King of Love in your heart. Enthrone Him 
in your home. Radiate His patience, His charity, around you, and 
pray fervently for the spread and success of His Kingdom. 


Spiritual Vitamin for November 


Lord Jesus, infuse into me the spirit of Thy love, that in the 
hour of my death I may conquer the enemy and attain the eternal 
crown. 
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Personal Love of Jesus Christ 
segs 


Motives for Personal Love of Jesus 
Concluded 


3. His Magnificent Gifts. 


Lastly, there are His magnificent gifts which call for your most 
ardent love for Him. These are, first, your creation and your life 
granted you by His Heavenly Father, with its wonderful destiny in 
eternity, namely, perfect happiness in the vision, possession, enjoy- 
ment and love of God; second, your holy faith, which enables you to 
know accurately the ways and means of winning heaven; third, the 
Sacraments, which impart to you the graces you need for a holy life; 
and fourth, the many graces, ordinary and special, which are offered 
you in great abundance to make it possible for you to work out your 
eternal salvation with perfect success. 

Consider, for example, how all your sins, even the most enormous, 
are fully pardoned in the sacrament of penance when it is received 
with requisite dispositions. Even if they are as red as scarlet and as 
numerous as the sands of the seashore, one penitent confession will 
blot them out completely, and finally restore to you the love and 
friendship of God. God has no remembrance of your forgiven sins. 
They are as though they had never been. 

But what shall we say of that most excellent of all His gifts, the 
Most Holy Eucharist, that everlasting memorial of Christ’s boundless 
love for the children of men! There in the tabernacles of our churches 
and chapels He is present day and night, as really and as truly as He 
was in the manger, in the holy house of Nazareth, and on the Cross, 
and is waiting continually to receive your visits, to listen to your re- 
quests, and to grant you His choicest graces. 

In Holy Communion He gives Himself wholly and entirely to you, 
and thus confers on you a far greater favor than holy Simeon en- 
joyed when he was privileged to hold the Infant Savior in his arms 
for a few brief moments. In every Holy Communion there is granted 
to you a favor that has never been granted to the angels, and is no 
longer granted to the saints in heaven, while the increase of sanctify- 
ing grace that you can gain each time surpasses all calculation. 


Then there is the holy Sacrifice of the Mass, by which the great 
Sacrifice of Calvary is continued without interruption to the end of 
time, for the sanctification of souls and the salvation of the world. 
As often as you assist at it with the necessary dispositions of faith and 
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contrition and love, you can gain for yourself all the graces you could 
have gained if you had been present at the Crucifixion and had stood 
at the foot of the Cross with Mary, John, and Magdalen. 

Now examine yourself to see if you value this most precious gift 
of God as it deserves to be valued. How deplorable and inexcusable is 
the blindness of those who fail to set a proper value on this most pre- 
cious gift of God to men, and treat it with an indifference and a cold- 
ness that cannot but inflict a deep and painful wound on the loving 
Heart of Jesus. Such persons requite His boundless love for them 
with the basest form of ingratitude. 

Lastly, there is the great gift of your right and title to the in- 
heritance of the surpassing glory of heaven, by which you are destined 
after your death to “take possession of the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world” (Matt. 25:34). The bliss and 
happiness that await you there no man can picture to himself, even 
in the wildest flights of his imagination. All that we can now say of 
it is this: “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor has it entered into the 
heart of man, what things God has prepared for those who love Him” 
(1 Cor. 2:9). 

The several motives here considered are surely enough to compel 
you to surrender yourself wholly and unreservedly to your Divine 
Savior, and resolutely to renounce everything earthly and temporal 
that can hinder you from fostering a most ardent, personal love for 
Him. What more could He have done to induce you to love Him 
“with your whole heart, your whole soul, your whole mind, and your 
whole strength,” and in this love te carry out His command to “love 
your neighbor as yourself,” or, better still, to “love your neighbor as 
He has loved you”? (Rev. F.J.R.) To be continued 


Little Lovers’ League 


EAR Little Lovers, you have now entered well upon 

another school year, and are trying hard to master the 

lessons assigned to you day by day, in “reading, writ- 

ing and arithmetic,” and many other useful subjects, 
especially that highest and most necessary subject of religion. As you 
apply yourselves to this holy study, Jesus, the Divine Friend of chil- 
dren, looks lovingly upon you, and says to you as to the children 
who gathered around Him in Galilee: “Let the little children come to 
Me, and do not hinder them, for of such is the kingdom of heaven” 
(Mark 10:14). 
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But there is someone else who loves you very tenderly also, and 
looks upon you as her most dear children. It is Mary, the Mother of 
God. She presses you to her loving heart and rejoices to see you try- 
ing to be good children, diligent in your studies, obedient to your 
parents and teachers, and faithful in the practice of virtue. 


Mary, the School Girl 


Mary herself was the very best and most diligent of pupils. “But 
did Mary really go to school?” you may ask. Yes, she really did.— 
And what school did she attend? If you look at the calendar you 





will find marked on the 21st of November a feast called “The Presenta- 
tion of Mary.” Perhaps you do not quite understand what that means. 
Let us tell you. When Mary was still a very little girl, just three years 
old, her holy parents, St. Joachim and St. Anne, took her to Jerusa- 
lem to offer her to God’s service. Close to the Temple was a school 
for girls, where Jewish maidens were received at a very early age, and 
carefully instructed and reared by pious women. There they learned 
to read and write and to sing the Psalms. They learned to do delicate 
needlework and embroidery in gold and silk, and to make beautiful 
vestments and altar linens. But above all, they were instructed in 
Holy Scripture and the commandments of God, in prayer and the 
practice of virtue and piety. 
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To this Temple school the Blessed Virgin Mary came, as we have 
said, at the age of three; here she took leave of the world and of her 
dear parents, to give herself wholly to God. Holy Mother Church re- 
minds us of this every year by keeping the feast of Mary’s Presenta- 
tion on the 2lst of November. We are told that Mary remained in 
this school for ten years. As we think of her in this school we can 
learn many useful lessons. We know, first of all, that from the first 
moment of her life Mary was spotlessly pure. She was not touched by 
the stain of original sin as are all the other children of Adam; nor 
was her soul ever sullied by the smallest personal sin. She never did 
the slightest thing that could displease God. None of those little faults 
and failings which are found even in the best of children were found 
in Mary. She was not careless, or fickle, or boisterous, or quarrel- 
some, or selfish, or disobedient. If her deportment had been marked 
on a report card, it would always have been “excellent” or “perfect.” 
All her marks would have been the very highest, and she would have 
won all the prizes for scholarship and good behavior. Perhaps we 
cannot imitate her in this, dear children, for we are not gifted as 
Mary was. But we can imitate her diligence and her efforts, and 
also her love of God, her piety and her innocence. 

A young girl who was away at boarding school once wrote to her 
mother and asked for a mirror. A few days later she received a pack- 
age and unwrapped it with great eagerness; but what was her great 
surprise to find, not a mirror, but a lovely picture of the Blessed 
Virgin! With it was a note which read: “Dear Betty: This lovely 
picture I am sending you is to be your mirror. Look into it often and 
you will grow more beautiful every day and more pleasing to God 
and men.” 

The girl took her mother’s advice and looked often at the picture 
of Mary—the “mirror of justice,” as she is called in the Litany of 
the Blessed Virgin. And the more she looked at the picture, the more 
she learned to understand the loveliness and beauty of Mary’s soul. 


Let us, too, dear children, take the picture of Mary for our mirror 
—not just a painted or printed picture—but a living picture of her, 
formed in our minds from the many beautiful things we have learned 
about her. Then let us try to make our own lives resemble the picture 
of Mary. Like her, let us try to be humble, and not think ourselves 
better or more clever than others. Like her, let us love the virtue of 
purity and shun everything that could be sinful. Like her, let us be 
charitable and do all we can to help others and to give them pleasure. 
Like her, let us be obedient to our parents and teachers and to all 
who are placed over us. By doing this we will be studying in the 
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school of Mary, and surely we all want to deserve the highest marks 
so that we may graduate with honors on the day of our death and be 
awarded the gold medal of eternal happiness. 


Remember the Poor Souls 


The month of November, as you know, is dedicated to the poor 
souls. During this month Holy Mother Church asks us to do all we 
can to relieve their sufferings and to shorten their stay in purgatory. 
Even the weather seems to want to help them; for the chill winds that 
blow are like an echo of their cries for mercy to us, while the silver 
rain that falls so often in this month is sometimes called “heaven’s 
tears of compassion” for them. 

Nothing we can do pleases Jesus more than if we help these dear 
sufferers. He spent His whole earthly life in relieving misery and af- 
fliction of all sorts, and now He waits eagerly for us to do our part 
in bringing these souls, for whom He suffered and died, from their 
exile in purgatory to the bliss of heaven. 

Every time we pray the Creed we say that we believe in the “Com- 
munion of Saints.” This “Communion” includes the saints in heaven, 
the suffering souls in purgatory, and ourselves on earth, who are still 
striving to reach our goal. Therefore, when we, by our prayers and 
sacrifices, help those of the Church Suffering, we are putting this be- 
lief into practice. Let us not forget, either, to ask the saints in heaven 
to help them, as they, too, look joyfully forward to the time when 
still more souls will come to swell their numbers and enjoy their 
bliss. Let us, then, offer many Holy Masses and Holy Communions, 
as well as Rosaries and indulgences, together with our little acts of 
self-denial and self-sacrifice, for the poor souls. In doing this we will 
be giving Jesus a wonderful proof of our love for Him, because He 
has said: “What you do to My least brethren, you do unto Me.” 

The first day of November is dedicated not to the poor souls, but 
to the glorious saints in heaven, to each and every one of them, for 
it is the feast of All Saints. Everyone who is in heaven, you know, is 
a saint, though not all are canonized saints. But all are friends of 
God and enjoy and possess Him for all eternity. That is why they 
are so eager for others to enjoy Him, too, and why we should ask 
them to aid the poor souls. 

PRACTICE: To visit the Blessed Sacrament once a day and pray 
for the poor souls, asking Our Lady of Grace, the Queen of Purga- 


tory, to obtain for them relief from their sufferings that they may 
soon join her Son, Jesus. 


ASPIRATION: Merciful Lord Jesus, grant them eternal rest. 
(300 days indulgence.) 
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St. Andrew, Apostle 


i ie very last day of November is honored by the feast of a great 
saint, St. Andrew, Apostle and martyr. St. Andrew has the dis- 
tinction of being one of the first disciples to be called by Our Lord. 
He had been a follower of St. John the Baptist, but turned to Christ 
when St. John pointed Him out as the ‘“‘Lamb of God.”’ Seeing Andrew 
and a fellow disciple hastening after Him, Jesus asked them what they 
sought. The disciples answered by asking where Christ lived. When 
Christ replied, ‘‘Come and see,’’ they went with Him and remained 
with Him the rest of that day. 

It was St. Andrew who brought his brother, St. Peter, to Our 
Lord, telling him that he had found the Messias. A little later, when 
Christ was passing by the Sea of Galilee, He saw Andrew and Peter 
casting their nets into the water, for they were fishermen. He said 
to them: ‘‘Come follow Me and I will make you fishers of men”? (Mark 
1:17). And immediately they left their nets and followed Him. 

For the rest of Jesus’ public life St. Andrew was very close to 
Him. He is mentioned especially at the scene of the multiplication 
of the loaves and fishes. It was St. Andrew who told Our Lord that 
there was a boy in the crowd who had five barley loaves and two 
fishes, adding, ‘‘But what are these among so many?” (John 6:9.) 
Then he witnessed the marvelgus miracle of the feeding of the great 
crowd of people with those few loaves and fishes, and the filling of 
twelve baskets with the fragments which remained. Again, when 
certain Greeks wished to see Jesus, while He was at the house of 
Lazarus in Bethania, shortly before His Passion, they asked Philip 
to introduce them. Philip, however, went first to Andrew, and to- 
gether they spoke to their Divine Master about the strangers. This 
shows us what favor Andrew had with Christ and accounts for the 
fact that our saint is sometimes called the ‘Introducer to Christ.’’ 

After the resurrection and ascension of Jesus and the descent 
of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles, St. Andrew, as a fisher of souls, 
was assigned to spread the net of faith in European Scythia. After- 
wards he travelled to Epirus and Thrace, converting numberless souls 
to Christ through his preaching and miracles. When he reached 
Petre in Achaia he persuaded many people of that city to become 
Christians. But this did not please the governor, Aegeas, who ordered 
him to stop preaching the Gospel of Christ. Andrew bravely rebuked 
the governor for wishing to be considered a judge of men, yet re- 
fusing to acknowledge Christ to be God, the Judge of all. The angry 
Aegeas answered that such speeches had not kept this Christ of whom 
he talked from being crucified by the Jews, and he warned St. Andrew 
that he had best look out for his own interests and start to sacrifice 
to the pagan gods of Achaia. The Apostle then told him that he 
sacrificed to the one, Almighty God, not the blood of goats and the 
flesh of oxen, but the spotless Lamb upon the altar. 

Furious, Aegeas ordered that St. Andrew be thrown into prison. 
The pcople whom he had converted would willingly have freed the 
saint, but he earnestly begged them not to keep from him the crown 
of martyrdom to which he was hastening. Not long after, he was 
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brought before the judges to be tried. Once more he spoke of Christ 
and the death He suffered upon the Cross to bring life to all men. 
Unable to control himself at this boldness of the saint, the enraged 
Aegeas commanded him to be fastened to the cross and so to die 
like Christ. Taken to the place of execution, St. Andrew caught sight 
of the cross at a distance, and in his joy at the thought of dying 
for his Master he uttered this beautiful prayer: ‘“‘O good cross, made 
beautiful by the Body of my Lord, so long desired, so anxiously loved, 
so unceasingly sought, and now, at last, ready for my soul to enjoy; 
welcome me from among men, and join me again to my Master; that 
as by thee He redeemed me, so by thee also He may take me to 
Himself.’’ 

Tradition tells us that this cross of St. Andrew was made in the 
form of an X, and that he hung upon it alive, for two days, preaching 
constantly the faith of Christ; then his noble soul passed to the Master 
he had so loyally served even to the point of imitating His cruel death. 
The relics of St. Andrew were first carried to Constantinople and there 
laid in the Church of the Apostles. Later they were transferred to 
Rome and placed in St. Peter’s Basilica. St. Andrew is the patron of 
Scotland and the Scottish people venerate him with the same reverence 
that the Irish show St. Patrick. He is also the patron of fishermen. 

By his life and especially by his death we may see what an ardent 
lover St. Andrew was, a lover of his God and his fellow-men. He was 
also a great lover of the cross. When Christ called him to save souls, 
he left everything, both his net and his business. We may be inclined 
to think that leaving a net and a boat is not, after all, giving up so 
very much, but we must remember that for St. Andrew it was every- 
thing — all he had. And when we give up all we have, that is very 
much indeed. Let us ask this great Saint, then, to teach us to be 
as generous in serving Jesus and our fellow-men as he was; and if 
we find that it is hard, sometimes, to help others, that it costs us a 
struggle to give up our own interests and occupations in erder to aid 
someone else, then we will be learning, like St. Andrew, the true love 
of God. And if we bear with patience the things that are painful 
to our nature, we will, like him, learn to love the Cross, so that he, 
who brought St. Peter and the stranger Greeks to Our Lord, will bring 
us also very close to that Heart of Jesus which was pierced through 
on the Cross and gave up the very last drop of Its Blood for love of us. 

eee 

How often do we not enter some church where all is dark and 
still, with only the small red flame of the tabernacle lamp to show us 
where to go? There is no one there, only the tiny flickering flame 
keeps Jesus company. Poor Jesus, how good He is to be satisfied with 
so little! But surely we want to do more than that for Our Lord who 
loves us so much. Let us resolve to go to Holy Mass and to receive 
Holy Communion just as often as we can, and to visit the Blessed 
Sacrament at least once a day. By becoming a Knight or Handmaid 
of the Blessed Sacrament we will soon get into the habit of doing this 
frequently, and so make amends for the coldness and ingratitude Our 
Lord receives from so many others. Read the following page to see 
what to do. 
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Little Lovers’ League 
Stee forte 
To foster love for the Blessed Sacrament among children. 


Patroness: Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament, Feast, May 13 
Special Patrons: St. Tarcisius, Feast, Aug. 15 

The Little Flower, Feast, Oct. 3 
BOYS: Eucharistic Knights GIRLS: Eucharistic Handmaids 


Those wishing to join must have their name enrolled and promise 
to fulfil the conditions of one of the following 


DEGREES 
(Boys) (Girls) 


1. Sanctuary Guards and Sanctuary Guardians 


Boys and girls who attend Holy Mass every Sunday, receive Holy 
Communion and visit the Blessed Sacrament at least once a month. 


2. Perpetual Light Guards and Perpetual Light Guardians 


Boys and girls who attend Holy Mass every Sunday, receive 
Holy Communion and visit the Blessed Sacrament once a week. 


3. Tabernacle Guards and Tabernacle Guardians 


Boys and girls who attend Holy Mass, receive Holy Communion and 
visit the Blessed Sacrament several times weekly. 


4. Eucharistic Guards and Eucharistic Guardians 


Boys and girls who attend Holy Mass, receive Holy Communion 
and visit the Blessed Sacrament daily. 


5. Noble Eucharistic Guards and Noble Eucharistic Guardians 


Boys who in addition to fulfilling Girls who in addition to fulfilling 
the conditions of the 4th degree, the conditions of the 4th degree, 
serve Holy Mass, though they’ gain five members to be at least 
need not do so daily. Tabernacle Guardians. 


Besides fulfilling the conditions of one of the foregoing degrees, 
each member must be faithful in practicing the virtue and saying the 
aspiration recommended each month in Tabernacle and Purgatory. 
Little Lovers should also be devoted to the Blessed Virgin Mary, should 
pray to her each day to teach them to love the Most Blessed Sacrament, 
and say a Hail Mary every day for all the members of the League. 


NOTE: — Small boys who have not yet made their First Holy Com- 
munion may be enrolled as Pages; small girls, as Sentinels. 

They are expected to attend Holy Mass on Sundays and daily say the 

aspiration: “‘Sweet Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, I love Thee!”’ 
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Sisters in Distress 
—e— 

p ITIFUL letters from convents in the war zones of Europe con- 

tinue to come. The Sisters still suffer many hardships and pri- 
vations. Some must live in cramped rented quarters and cannot lead 
a full convent life. Others have managed to build up portions of their 
wrecked homes with their own hands, where they live as best they 
can, but are heavily in debt for materials, etc. All have many sick 
Sisters owing to the privations to which they were subjected for so 
long, and the hard work performed during and after the war. And 
so the story of their needs could be lengthened out indefinitely. 


Will you, dear friends, help to lighten the heavy crosses they 
bear by sending an alms to assist them in procuring the necessaries 
of life and to rebuild their ruined convents? Kindly send the same to 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 








Favors Received through the Scheyern Cross 


I just cannot express my gratitude for the two little crosses sent 
me. I placed one around my father’s neck as he was very ill, and I 
find he is much improved now. The other I put on my brother’s neck 
and here is what happened. He and his helper were at the gravel 
pit shoveling gravel into a truck. Without any warning the gravel 
suddenly began to slide down and covered up my brother right to his 
eyes, and his helper up to his waist. The man reached over and 
brushed the gravel from my brother’s mouth and nose, but was help- 
less to do anything more, so he began to call for help. Two men in 
the distance came and shovelled them out. After all the excitement 
was over the elder man who answered the cry for help came back 
from his dinner and asked my brother if he would let him see a cross 
that was on his neck, for he said, “I am a Protestant as you know, 
but, when I came to you that cross was lying on top of the earth 
around your neck, and it’s only that cross that saved you from death.” 
He was greatly impressed by the cross and has told many non- 
Catholics to ask my brother to let them see that wonderful little 
<ross. Miss. V.D., Ontario, Canada 


As mentioned in previous issues, we will continue to give a 
Scheyern Cross for each new subscription to “Tabernacle and Purga- 
tory’ until the end of the Jubilee Year, 1950. Each cross is accom- 
panied with an explanatory leaflet. These crosses are treasured be- 
cause they have been touched to a Relic of the True Cross kept in 
the Monastery at Scheyern, Germany, whence their name. In cherish- 
ing them, reverence is paid to the Cross on which Our Lord died. From 
It, too, is derived their efficacy in obtaining spiritual and temporal 
graces. They are given only for NEW subscriptions, solicited from 
friends, or sent as gift-subscriptions. 

Send subscriptions to: 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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“Have Pity On Me” 


Who could refuse to heed this pleading cry from the poor souls, 
especially in this month of November which is dedicated to them? The 
following booklets explain many practical ways of assisting them. 


Assist the Souls in Purgatory — Contains a brief explanation on 
the doctrine of purgatory, the nature of the sufferings endured there, and 
ways, as well as fruits, of assisting the suffering souls. It also includes a 
number of beautiful prayers. 


All Ye Who Mourn — A most consoling booklet for anyone 
mourning the loss of loved ones. It treats of the reunion with those we 
love in the world to come, and gives practical instruction on how to show 
charity to them now. Also contains the English text of the Requiem Mass 
and burial service. 


The Way of the Cross — A powerful, yet easy way to help the 
poor souls is to pray the Stations of the Cross for them. This booklet con- 
tains a popular method of saying the Stations, with 15 illustrations and 
other prayers in honor of the Passion. 


Conformity to the Will of God — An inspiring booklet treating 
of God’s Providence directing all things for our greater good, and the wis- 
dom and peace to be gained by conforming our will to His. Consoling alike 
for Catholics and non-Catholics. 


Indulgenced Prayers and Aspirations — Gaining indulgences for 
the poor souls is one of the best means of helping them. A splendid ex- 
planation of indulgences and their efficacy is given in this booklet, together 
with a wide variety of indulgenced prayers which may be used to help them 
and gain merit for oneself. 


St. Gertrude the Great — (Feast, Nov. 17) A sketch of the won- 
derful life of this great saint, with some of the marvelous favors accorded 
her by the Sacred Heart, especially that of releasing many souls from pur- 
gatory through her fervent prayers. 


Each booklet, 10¢ 





Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Tabernacle and Purgatory is a welcome Christmas 


+9 
oe 


gift and one that is more and more appreciated as 
the months go by. An attractive greeting card bear- 
ing your name is included with the Christmas num- 


ber, which will be sent in a gay holiday wrapper. 


Subscription: $1.00 a year. $1.25 to Canada and 
foreign countries. 


SEND TO: 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 
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